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Christianity and Islam 
in Bulgaria –

between history, 
mythology and reality



on the map of 
Europe



Great Old Bulgaria 
and the directions of 
the spread of the 
Bulgarians 



the ruler of Great Old Bulgaria, in 
present-day Ukraine

Bulgarian gold treasure from the burial of Khan Kubrat,



Reign 681–701

Khan Asparuh of Bulgaria



Volga Bulgaria, 
the second Bulgaria of 

khan Kotrag

Adopted Islam in 922, 
during the reign of 

emir Almysh Elteber
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Emir Almysh Elteber
(895 – 925)

The ruler of Volga Bulgaria
who adopted Islam in 922



The Khazar Khaganate 
is a medieval state of the 

Bulgarians of Bat 
Bayan, the eldest son of 

Kubrat, and tribes 
related to the 

Bulgarians.



Khazars adopted Judaism in the year 730

From the early history of the Khazars:

Joseph the King, King of the Khazars, wrote about 960: “You ask
us also in your epistle: "Of what people, of what family, and of what
tribe are you?" Know that we are descended from Japhet, through
his son Togarmah. I have found in the genealogical books of my
ancestors that Togarmah had ten sons. These are their names: the
eldest was Ujur, the second Tauris, the third Avar, the fourth Uauz,
the fifth Bizal, the sixth Tarna, the seventh Khazar, the eighth
Janur, the ninth Bulgar, the tenth Sawir. [These are the mythical
founders of tribes that once lived in the neighborhood of the Black
and Caspian Seas.] I am a descendant of Khazar, the seventh
son.



Modern Bulgaria or 
Bulgaria of khan 

Asparuh. 

The state officially 
Adopted Christianity in 
865 during the reign of 

saint tsar Boris I 



The second Arab siege 
of Constantinople

August 717–15 August 
718. A 210 000 Arab 

army under the 
command of Maslama
surrounds the city and 

it is only a matter of 
time before it is 

captured. This will 
open the way for the 

Arabs to conquer 
Europe
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Bulgarian khan Tervel
(700 – 721)

Khan Tervel was a 
Christian, last years 
of his life he spent in 
monastery as a 
monk. 
Soon after his dead 
the Church 
canonized him as a 
saint Theoktist or 
Tribelius

Forgotten Hero,
the Saviour of Europe



Fifteen years later, 
the Arabs would try 

to advance into 
Europe from the 

West, but another 
hero, Charles Martel, 

at the Battle of 
Poitiers in 732 will 

stop the Muslim 
advance into Western 

Europe



From the end of the 
13th century, a new 
Islamic danger loomed 
over Europe - the 
Ottoman Turks



In the middle of the 
15th century, Bulgaria 
and the entire Balkans 

were already under 
the control of the 

Turks and part of the 
Ottoman Empire



Nearly four and a half 
centuries... Peaceful 
coexistence between 
Bulgarian Christians 
and Muslims...



between Christians and Muslims
And not so peaceful coexistence



And not so peaceful 
coexistence between 

Christians and Muslims, 
especially in the 18th 

and 19th centuries, 
when the Ottoman 

Empire entered the last 
years of its existence, 
years of decline, lost 

wars, rebellions, 
lawlessness and ruin



After the liberation of 
Bulgaria in 1878, a 

relatively conflict-free 
period of coexistence 

between Christians 
and Muslims in 

Bulgaria began.



led to the Great Escape
The campaign to change Muslim 
names to Christian names



The Great Escape



The Great Escape



Thank you for your attention!


