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The main argument concerns the difference
between R-DIVERSITY and R-PLURALISM

• A SOCIAL FACT
• Empirically observableRELIGIOUS 

DIVERSITY

• GOVERNACE OF R-D.
• Legal treatment, Education, 

Interfaith Dialogue…

RELIGIOUS
PLURALISM



Method

• I suggest comparing two concrete cases, 
through which the difference between the two 
concepts will not only appear more transparent 
but will also allow us to understand why in the 
countries of the European Union the 
management of religious diversity reflects the 
peculiarities of the processes of the national 
identity building of each of them.



1/Bradford (UK): religious super-diversity



Bradford



The notion of super-diversity

• Coined by a sociologist Steven VERTOVEC (born in Chicago, former
Director of the Max Plank Institute for the Study for Religious and 
Ethnic Diversity, in Göttingen. Professor at Santa Barbara and Oxford 
Universities) (in 2007, «Super-diversity and Its Implications»,  Ethnic
and Racial Studies, 1024-1054)

• It denotes increased diversity not only between immigrant and ethnic 
minority groups but also within them. It has also been called the 
"diversification of diversity”

• Applied to the religious field means diversification or diversity of 
religious diversities



Bradford: Places of worship annual tour 
(July 2019)

• The annual event, organised by the Bradford Council’s Community Co-ordinator, 
Rifaqat Ali, enables people from different backgrounds, faiths, no-faith, gender 
and age to visit different places of worship and listen to speakers explaining the 
main beliefs of each religion.

• The places of worship welcoming visitors with refreshments were the Gurdwara
Singh Sabha, Grant Street, Barkerend; Shree Hindu Temple in Little Horton; 
Jamiat Ahle Hadith Masjid in Manningham and Bradford Cathedral.

• Councillor Abdul Jabar, Bradford Council’s Executive Member for 
Neighbourhoods and Community Safety, said: “The tour provided a great 
opportunity for people of different backgrounds to view our district’s 
remarkable places of worship, to obtain a deeper understanding of the main 
beliefs of the different faiths and overcome any misconceptions they have”.



Bradford: the memory mutates

• Bradford, located in West Yorkshire, is a metropolitan borough 
that is part of the City of Bradford, which encompasses Bradford 
and surrounding areas. The city was first designated as a borough 
in 1847 before receiving a city charter 50 years later. Today the 
population of Bradford is estimated to be 534,300 

• The city has a history wrought and spun from textile work and 
was one of the most important cities during the Industrial 
Revolution. While the textile industry later began to decline, the 
city now has a prosperous tourism industry and is famous for its 
many landmarks and attractions.



How many languages?

language Usual residents aged 3+ %

English 424.527 85,3

Punjabi 19.842 3,9

Urdu 16.550 3,3

Polish 5.526 1,1

Bengali, Pashtu, Gujarati, 
Pakistani

12.009 0,9-0,1

Arabic 2.398 0,4

Russian, Latvian, Lithuanian 2.753 0,14-0,20

Tagalog/Filipino 640 0,13

Kurdish, Persian 1.867 0,20-0,12



How many religions? 
comparison between the census of 2001 and that of 2011

Religion Number and % 2001 Number and % 2011

Christian 281.236 (60,14%) 239.843 (45,91%)

Buddhist 537 (0,11%) 1.000 (0.19%)

Hindu 4.457 (0,95%) 4.882 (0.93%)

Jewish 356 (0,08%) 299 (0,06%)

Muslim 75.188 (16,08%) 129.041 (24,70%)

Sikh 4.748 (1,02%) 5.125 (0,98%)

Other religion 996 (0,21%) 1.686 (0,32%)

No religion 62.226 (13,31%) 108.027 (20,68%)

Religion not stated 37.921  (8,11%) 32.549 (6,23%)

Total 467.665 522.452



A multi-faiths map in Bradford: 
churches, masjid, gurudwara, synagogue, 

40 Anglican, 
12 Catholic, 2 
Adventist, 1 
Methodist, 3 

Pentecostals…
…..

103 
mosques

9 
gurdwara, 
4 mandir, 5 
Buddhist
centers…

1 
synagogue

More 
than 200 
worship
places



Bradford: politics of religious pluralism

The IEC was established as a resource center in response 
to Bradford’s first multi-faith agreed syllabus for 
religious education in 1986. The IEC has been unique in 
employing a staff of trained faith tutors who are able to 
bring personal experience to religious education, visits to 
places of worship and collective worship.  The IEC also 
houses a collection of modern resources and books to 
support RE, collective worship and SMSC development.



The Syllabus for Religious Education: 
a Cooperative (Public-Private) Project



Bradford: 
religious diversity and religious pluralism

Politics of religious
pluralism and the 

reconfiguration pf the 
religious freedom

Historically
existing
Religious
diversity

New diversity of 
the religious
diversities



2/Denmark…very far from Bradford ?

• In 2019 the Danish parliament approved the new law on the 
Constitutional Ritual for Citizenship. The implementing 
ordinance specified that at the end of the citizenship 
ceremony conferred on a person of foreign origin, she/he is 
obliged to shake hands with the registrar (woman or man) 
who presides over it. Those who refuse to do so are denied 
citizenship. 



The Prime Minister (Liberal Party) Lars 
Rasmussen who supported the new law: 

• “…it is a symbolic gesture. We must 
accept the basic rules of a society where 
we are all equal. To those who say they 
can shake the hand of someone of the 
other sex, I say they have not understood 
what it means to be Danish…”



In the beginning, the satirical cartoons about 
Muhammad (2005 in the newspaper Jylland Posten)

• It causes not only protest reactions in Denmark 
among Muslims but a real international crisis, 
with violent demonstrations in front of the 
Danish embassies in Mogadishu, Tripoli, 
Amman, Lahore, Kabul, and Doha. In Jakarta, 
there was also an attack on the Danish embassy.

• Since 2010 started  a restrictive policy toward 
migratory flows and stigmatization of the 
Muslim community in DK.



From the anti-ghetto law (2018, revised 2019) to the placement of asylum 
seekers in "waiting" camps located in Egypt, Ethiopia, and Tunisia (2021)

Particularly vulnerable 
public housing area: Children 

from 1 year of age will be 
taken for 25 hours a week to 

special schools where they will 
learn the Danish language 

and values.

In June 2021, Parliament passed 
amendments to the Aliens Act 
that foresee the transfer of 

asylum seekers outside the EU 
and the externalization of 

asylum procedures and refugee 
protection.



Let's look at the numbers: 
how much religious diversity weighs in Danish society?

360.000 residents of 
immigrant origin

(5,9% of the 
population)

Coming from 20 
countries

Almost 50% comes 
from 7 European 

countries
Germany. Lithuania, Norway, 

Poland, Romania, Sweden, UK

Esteemed Muslim 
immigrants:

129,000

Coming from 
Afghanistan, Bosnia, 

Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Siria, 
Somalia and Turchia 
(Turcs are 33,000)



The struggle for the recognition

• Religious freedom is the subject of struggles for the recognition of ethnic 
and religious diversity.

• Recognizing or disregarding diversity can mean that religious freedom in 
contemporary societies can measure the degree of political resistance to 
social change that religious diversity produces.

• The social change, indeed, concerns the multi-level organization of the 
contemporary complex societies: from legal systems to the functioning of 
welfare, from education to social mobility.

• The crucial role plaid by the education (pupils, teachers, and “training of 
trainers”



Religious freedom thermometer 
of religious pluralism

Religious 
freedom in a 
religious and 
political 
monopoly 
regime

Religious 
freedom in a 
religious and 
political 
oligopoly 
regime

Religious 
freedom in a 
“free market 
of salvation or 
religious 
goods” 



Monopoly

• In a regime of religious monopoly, the tendency is to establish a 
hierarchy of religions: from the "historical" to the new ones and, 
among the latter, those considered "closer" to those more "distant" 
(or, in some cases, hostile).

• In this case it is the State that regulates the positioning of the different 
religions with respect to the exercise of religious freedom (full, semi-
full, limited, tolerated). 

• Often in agreement with the main dominant religious institution.



Oligopoly

• In societies historically shaped by more than one religious 
denomination, the widening of the rights of religious citizenship to 
newcomers depends on the constitutional rule concerning citizenship 
(jus soli, sanguinis, mixed, cuturae)

• Often this coincides with the differentiation between Catholics and 
Protestants or between Orthodox, Catholics, and Protestants 
(including the presence of Jewish communities, which in the past 
were subjected to discrimination).

• In such case, religious diversity constitutes a social framework of a 
people's collective memory. All this can facilitate, under certain 
conditions, both good practices of dialogue between different faiths 
and the convinced support for policies of religious pluralism.



Open and Closed Oligopolies: UK vs. FR ?

Religious diversity
is a new social 
capital to be 
recognized

Religion is private 
affair, no public 

recognition



Political movements against "the Islamization of 
Europe" and the controversies over mosques


