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THE HISTORY
Within the wonderful frame offered by the
Convent of the Franciscan Friars Minor in S.
Francesco della Vigna in Venice-Italy, the ‘San
Bernardino’ Institute for Ecumenical Studies (ISE)
has been offering training courses on the life and
theology of the various Christian confessions
and on the history and reflections of the
interfaith movement for over thirty years,
placing a strong focus also on interfaith dialogue
and Christian-Jewish dialogue. Important
studying opportunities in these areas are offered
through the well-established experience of its
interfaith teaching staff, its well-stocked library
and the dynamic ‘Studi Ecumenici’ (Ecumenical
Studies) journal.
The next points will focus on what has just been
said.



THE ACTIVITIES
ISE (Institute of Ecumenical Studies) is incorporated from the academic
point of view into the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical University
Antonianum in Rome.
It is a higher education and training institute belonging to the Province of
Sant’Antonio da Padova of the Franciscan Friars (Ordo Fratrum Minorum -
Frati Minori) that promotes studies and research on the themes of
ecumenical and interreligious dialogue.

Besides specialized academic courses, ISE promotes higher education and
advanced training courses for teachers and educators.

In addition, ISE organises conferences open to the public and offers
consultancy. ISE promotes and implements studies and research.

The Institute publishes its own series of academic publications in order to
disseminate the research results and outputs led by the professors and
collaborators of the Institute.

It also takes care of the publication of a quarterly scientific journal,
“Rivista di Studi Ecumenici” (Ecumenical Studies Review) and the annexed
“Quaderni di Studi Ecumenici”.

All the professors of the Institute are encouraged to participate in
scientific conferences relating to the discipline they teach, as well as
publications and consultancy.

ISE, then, cooperates with some of the leading Italian experts in religions
and sociology, linguistics, history as well as theology.



THE 
DEAN
AND

PROFESSORS
The Institute is run by a Dean, assisted by the Board of Institute and the
Executive Board.

In the exercise of his office, the Dean is assisted by a Vice Dean. The
Board of Institute is composed of the Dean, the Vice-Dean, all the
teachers, and a students’ representative elected at the beginning of each
academic year.

The Executive Board is made up of the Dean, the Vice-Dean, the
Secretary of the Institute and two teachers of the Institute, appointed
by the Dean.

In addition to the Dean and his staff, there are about twenty members
who make up the teaching team (professors), as well as those enrolled
in the Theology Licence Course with a specialization in Ecumenical
studies, around a hundred are those who have attended higher
education courses (Master) in the last years.



THE 
STUDENTS

The Institute has currently about 100 
students from various parts of the 

world



THE 
RESEARCH EFFORT

ISE has recently promoted and implemented a research project on hospitality as a new
paradigm for coexistence as well as for intercultural and interreligious dialogue.

Some ISE teachers, external researchers, people with national assignments on the
topics of dialogue and hospitality, pastoral workers and community animators
collaborated on the research project. The research outputs have been collected and
published in the book "Theology of Hospitality" which was followed by an intense
promotion and dissemination activity throughout Italy.

The fact that the ISE is located in the city of Venice adds an important meaning to the
intercultural and interreligious dialogue education both in terms of the peculiar
history of
the city and for being a city with a strong tourist vocation.

The collaboration with Venice’s local authorities is being studied for the promotion
and dissemination of a volume on the "Venice of religions" to be offered to visitors.

The ISE is open to collaboration with other Faculties or Institutes, not only at the local
level, and with other centres of ecumenical studies, both through the exchange of
teachers and through the mutual communication of scientific and academic activities.

In recent years, exchanges have been activated with academic institutions from
Romania, Germany, and France, as well as with Brazilian Universities and faculties.

A specific collaboration with the Franciscan and the Dominican Institutions in Istanbul
in the domain of ecumenical and interreligious dialogue has been established.



THE 
LIBRARY

The Institute has a huge Library specialising in
ecumenism and interreligious dialogue.

Le library is constantly developing in the various
aspects of interreligious dialogue.
The library has also got a magazine section, with more
than 350 printed magazines and 300 digital ones, in
which national and international teological research
(Catholic, non catholic theological faculties,
ecumenical institutes and other academic entities) and
world ecumenical panorama are well represented.



https://www.isevenezia.it/it/
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