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4. RECEPTION CLASSES (RC)

Reception class

 The Reception Classes (RC) is a key institution for the inclusion of students from socially 
vulnerable groups in the education system of Greece. 

 Their foundation dates to 1980 and was aimed mainly to the gypsies and citizens of 
former communist countries of Greek origin who wanted to return to Greece.

 The arrival of refugees and immigrants in the following years multiplied the need for 
reception classes. Thus, one such class was added to each primary school.



Objectives
• reducing early school leaving

• of students from vulnerable social groups and
• of students of a particular religious and cultural background

• having results on students’ literacy in order to remain in the education system

• helping students feel welcome and appreciated
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• Classes are open, flexible and dynamic spaces. Therefore, a reception class functions as a resource and 
organizational strategy that aims to help newly arrived students feel welcome and valued.

• The regular classroom is the reference space for these students, while the host class seeks to ensure 
their emotional reception and at the same time accelerate the learning of the spoken language of 
instruction.
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4.2. THE RELIGION COURSE (RC) IN GREECE

Critical Thoughts and Reflections about 
the Role and the Aim of RC in the past 
and now

1. Οbservations on the prehistory of CR in Greece 
The presence of RC in every educational level, moved between 
two edges or objectives: 
Familiarize students with the faith and life of the orthodox 
tradition and declare Orthodoxy's superiority -or at least of 
Christianity- in front of any other religious, ideological, and 
social versions of interpretations and significance of the world 
and history.

2.  The religious literacy as cultural inculturation
Considering the modern needs and the orientations of the New School, which are transformed by the wider 
social fermentations both in the local, Greek, and in the European reality of postmodernity, the CR is called to 
serve the so-called "religious literacy". On the one hand, this change frees the CR and the teacher from the 
depressive weight of confessional catechism and on the other, it makes religious knowledge a fundamental tool 
or one of the most important conductors for the interpretation of social, spiritual, cultural but also political 
reality. Furthermore, the goal of inculturation, which is promoted by religious literacy at every educational level, 
does not only concern Greek Orthodox students but everyone, regardless of their cultural, ethnic, religious, and 
confessional origin.
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3. The anthropocentrism of religion 
Up to now (see §1), the CR has returned around a 
theocentric axis, where each thematic section, cognitive 
area or partial reflection has been developed.
A modern perception of the CR must orient the student's 
interest in the anthropocentric character of religions and 
religious faith, presenting and commenting on religion 
critically
- as a source of diachronic inspiration of meaning,
- as a bond of community and society but also
- as an occasion or as an overcoming of social tensions.

CR is called to present religion as the reason for the 
journey and the turning points of human history and 
as an element of the development, self-awareness, 
and self-realization of each individual person.

4. On the role of the theologian

One of the reasons that led to the crisis or 
marginalization of the CR in Greece is to be found in the 
rather imaginary relationship of teachers with the 
Church. A relationship that explains their sometimes 
pressing or depressive psychological or even spiritual 
need to use school as a place where they are called to 
apply, declare and demonstrate their confessional 
identity and its salvific implications. Speaking of an 
"imaginary relationship", I do not question their 
pragmatic or even possibly vital relationship with the 
ecclesial/ecclesiastical event. I stress the fact that many 
teachers forget that their educational role does not 
depend on the hierarchical Church but on the State.
The CR in its new perspective and mission, should 
not only safeguard and encourage the religious 
freedom of students but it should also free teachers 
from the messianism with which they invested their 
presence and witness in the school.
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 Approach to religion 
from “within” (teachers: 
faithful) 

 Focus on the beliefs & 
the truths of the 
religions 

 Teaching serves the 
cultivation & 
reinforcement of the 
students’ faith 
 
 

VARIATION: presentation 
of other religions, but 
from the point of view of 
the one religion. 

 Approach of religion / 
religions from “the 
outside”, that means 
descriptive and historic 

 Focus on the 
scientifically established 
contents 

 Teaching serves more 
the critical 
understanding of all 
the knowledge from the 
part of the students 
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The CR is dominated by 
humanistic standards and 
values & tends to 
develop a character of 
“evangelization” and 
catechism  
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The CR has dominantly 
educational/cognitive 
character and it does not 
get strongly involved in 
student’s ethical and 
spiritual quests 
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The CR overcomes the 
facts of particular religions 
& expands on issues of life 
with a social and spiritual 
reference 
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Cultivation of the 
student’s freedom as to 
their specific religion, but 
without the enlargement 
of their horizons  

Cultivation of critical 
understanding, 
knowledge, and respect of 
the “other”,  cultivation of 
religious tolerance, 
abolition of stereotypes 

Cultivation of the 
possibility of implementing 
religious perceptions in 
personal, moral, and social 
life.  Mutual understanding 
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Approaches at religious education
and Religion Course

(according to Μ. Grimmitt)

Theroretical choices and practical results  



4.2. The Religion course
• Obligatory, it belongs to the school program of 

compulsory education
• Education and culture course
• Personal identity course

The course intends to
• cultivate the students’ abilities to communicate 

with themselves, with others and the whole world, 
• develop skills and produce new knowledge, which 

will then be transformed into social action, 
inspired by the vision and hopes for peace, 
coexistence, equality, democracy and change and 
improvement of the world in general,

• make the religious fenomenon known and 
understood,

• cultivate a culture of dialogue and 
• respect for religious diversity and for harmonious 

coexistence with others.



OUR GRANDPARENTS REFUGEES
OUR PARENTS IMMIGRANTS

US, RACISTS?



Thematic Units Expected Results of the Learning Procedure

Orthodoxy and 
the dialogue with 
the other.

To determine the essential aspects of Christian Orthodox teaching for the Other in the modern world.
To discover the importance that dialogue has for the Orthodox Church as an expression of love 
practiced in the context of their life but also in the modern era of globalization.
To discover views of interreligious dialogue, as it is today, and how it can influence the personal and 
collective life of the faithful and of the human beings in general.

New Religious 
Movements.

To research the dimensions of the religious character of new religious movements.
To evaluate the effect of the ideas and teaching of new religious movements in modern society.

Atheism. To attribute the content of essential concepts of agnosticism and atheism.
To evaluate the influence of atheism on the configuration of ideas and attitudes towards life.

Religion and  
violence.

To discover the characteristics of “religious violence” in public space as a kind of interpretation of 
religious faith.
To evaluate the positive and negative role of religions in relation to the management of phenomena 
of daily violence (bullying, depreciation of the “other”, of the “different”).

A few thematic Units and the expected Results in high Secondary Education (Lyceum)



Faculty of Theology AUTh

Department of Theology AUTh

Opennes – Dialogue – Culture

 The creative synthesis of tradition and 
renovation.

 A syntesis expressed in a liberal way and in 
an ecumenical spirit.

 The intercristian and interreligious 
theological dialogue.

 The scientific study of religion and culture. 

 The role and the content of religious 
Education in the modern reality

4.3. University Level



Faculty of Theology AUTh

Department of Theology AUTh

 The religious diversity and the cultural 
pluralism

 Social problems and theology:
poverty, violence, 
immigration, discrimination, 
emargination ecc. 

 Ecotheology

 Human rights and religion

 Human sexuality and religion

4.3. University Level



Department of Theology AUTh

Introduction to Islamic Studies

Foundation 2016-2017

• Need of communication, mutual respect and
riconciliation in the Greek society

• The right of the Greek muslim citizens and others, to
deepen and specialize in the study of Islam.

Dialogue, University, State, religious communities,
teachers.

Contents-material-principles
Study of Islam based on the sources

Specializzation on the various expressions of Islam in
history, in spirituality and in art

Aspects of the presence of Islam in the modern and
contemporary world.



Objectives

(a) Offer of a high-level training to the scientific field of
study of the religion of Islamand its culture

(b) Develop the linguistic abilities of the students on
the languages of the relative sources, mainly the
greek and the arabic language, and the relative
terminology

(c) Offer abilities and skills of administration of
religious crisis and of their constructive resolution.

(d) Offer at the muslim graduates of Schools and
Islamic Seminars an accademic and educational
training at a high-level in order to reinforce their
educational ability of the Thrace muslims.

(e) promote, encourage and practice the interreligious
and intercultural sensibilisation that will help the
citizens of Greece to cultivate relations with every
other non-christian, non-greek citizen.



Thank you!




